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THE MODERN MOVEMENT IN PSYCHOLOGY

Like other ancient branches of learning, psychology
has undergone in the last hundred years a change and
development amounting to a revolution. Not only has
there been rapid growth in knowledge and in the num-
ber of persons devoting their time and ingenuity to the
increase of knowledge in this field, but there has oc-
curred a remarkable change In attitude, method, and
standards. The change can be characterized, in a word,
by saying that psychology has become an empirical
science. It has ceased to be a chapter in general philos-
ophy, and become one of the 'special sciences'. Leaving
the parental roof, it has followed its older brothers,
physics, chemistry, and biology, out into the world, and
set up business for itself. The transformation of psy-
chology is a phase of the general scientific movement
properly to be called the great outstanding fact in the
history of the nineteenth century. As the social move-
ment of the past century was a result of the industrial
development, and this in turn dependent on the progress
of science, the latter may rightly be named the real
fundamental movement of the century. It was the ex-
tension of scientific interest and method from the inor-
ganic world to the realm of living creatures, and from
life in general to the special forms of living activity
which we call mental, that fructified the mental philos-